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Common CauseNY appreciates the opportunity to present testimony to you today. 
These post-election hearings have been an excellent forum for evaluating the successes 
and shortcomings of the campaign finance program over the years, and the Board's 
willingness to engage in this type of critical self-analysis and to make changes to the 
program as new concerns and issues arise is truly commendable. 

This process of evaluation and change has given the campaign finance program the 
strength and flexibility it needs to weather new and unexpected challenges, and we hope 
that our comments here today will help the Board to continue this positive tradition. 

We will offer comments on a number of questions raised on your list of "Issues for 
Consideration," and we welcome whatever questions you may have on these or other 
topics. 

Program Participants Facing a High-Spending Non-Participant 
Common CauseNY believes that the phenomenon of wealthy, self-funded candidates 
opting out of the public financing program represents perhaps the greatest challenge that 
the program has faced to date. The growth of this phenomenon in New York City and 
beyond requires us to engage in serious reflection on how a system of public financing 
whose mission is to level the playing field so that individuals fkom all walks of life can 
run competitive campaigns can and should respond. 

The impact of high-spending, non-participant candidates is hard to quantifl, but there can 
be no doubt that they discourage all but similarly wealthy challengers from entering the 
race, they dominate the airwaves and smother democratic debate and competition, they 
provide an incentive to challengers to opt out of the public financing program themselves, 
and they discourage contributions from individuais who feei that their reiativeiy smaii 
donations no longer make a difference. 

The last two Mayoral races have brought this issue into the spotlight. In 2001, ;Mayor 
Bloomberg chose not to participate in the public financing program, financed his own 
campaign, and outspent his opponent in the general election at a rate of more than five-to- 
one, setting a new record for spending on a New York City mayoral campaign. This year, 
he again chose not to participate in the program, and broke his previous records both in 
terms of total spending and in that he reportedly outspent his opponent by a rate of ten-to- 
one. 












