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Good Afternoon Chairwoman Brewer and Committee members.  I am Amy Loprest, 

Executive Director of the New York City Campaign Finance Board. With me today are 

Shauna Tarshis Denkensohn, Director of Operations and Budget and Onida Coward 

Mayers, Director of Voter Assistance. Thank you for the opportunity to testify before you 

today.  

 

The Campaign Finance Board and Voter Assistance Advisory Committee strongly 

support changes to state law that allow the Board of Elections (BOE) more flexibility in 

designing the paper ballot to be more easily read and understood by voters.  We support 

the Council’s resolution calling on the New York State Legislature to require paper 

ballots be designed in a more user-friendly manner.  

 

We’ve received public comment on the difficulty in reading the new paper ballot both at 

the December 2010 Voter Assistance Commission hearing and the Voter Assistance 

Advisory Committee’s public meetings earlier this year.  The ability for citizens to read 

the ballot, understand how to mark their vote, and have confidence that they did so 

correctly is crucial to the healthy functioning of our democracy.  A ballot designed with 

the user in mind is essential so that everyone can have confidence that the ballot 

accurately reflects the intent of the voter.  We appreciate the Council’s support for the 

provision that requires the BOE to retain a design professional and offer a further 
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suggestion: the public should be engaged in the redesign process to ensure a variety of 

viewpoints are considered and the most accessible ballot is designed.  

 

That said, ballot redesign represents only part of the challenge.   Lack of information 

about the process and perceived inefficiencies are two important aspects that we hope the 

Council and BOE address.   

 

Education 

 

Lack of easily available information about the voting process and the candidates running 

may keep some New Yorkers from voting.  We are pleased that the city Board of 

Elections unanimously passed a motion in November 2010 to post sample ballots on their 

website prior to an election.  This will help voters become more familiar with the still 

new voting system, as well as learn more about what contests they will vote for when 

they go to the polls.  Once at the polls, it would be helpful to have a poster size sample of 

the ballot available.  In addition, the system is still new to many voters, many of whom 

will vote for the first time with the new ballots in the upcoming presidential elections. 

Therefore, continued efforts to train the public on how to use the system, similar to what 

was done in 2010, would be helpful. We look forward to working with the BOE to 

enhance each other’s voter education efforts in future elections.  I will speak in a few 

minutes about our outreach efforts this election.  

 

Efficiency  

 

Any changes to make the ballot less confusing should also employ technology to assist 

the user in finding and accessing ballot information.  Available technology should be 

used to make information about ballot status available to New Yorkers as early as 

possible.  In addition, we strongly urge the BOE to consider any technological advances 

that would ease the perceived burden of the entire process, from registering to updating 

registration information to voting.  
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2011 Primary Recap 

 

While out-year and special elections historically have low turnout, the CFB, with our 

newly expanded voter assistance mandate, worked hard during this election to provide 

nonpartisan education to voters about candidates and voting.  We continued our good 

working relationship with the Board of Elections, including assisting in the effort to 

recruit poll workers.   The CFB referred more than 230 individuals to the BOE to sign up 

for poll worker training sessions.  We look forward to continuing to assist the BOE in this 

and future outreach efforts.  

 

The September 13 election was the first election since the Charter change that expanded 

the CFB’s voter assistance and education mandate.  A print voter guide was mandated for 

the election in City Council District 28.  Therefore, we focused much of our efforts on 

expanded voter education in that district, including voter awareness presentations to 

community organizations explaining how to run voter registration drives and providing 

access to the CFB’s voter education materials.   

 

For the first time ever, the CFB coordinated a video voter guide for candidates in a non-

citywide election.  Queens Public Television (QPTV) produced and aired the video 

guides, which were also available on our website, with the online voter guide.   

 

In addition to working with QPTV on the video voter guides, the CFB also coordinated 

voter education efforts in other races as well.   QPTV and the Queens Courier, with 

assistance from the CFB, hosted candidate forums for candidates in other elections in 

Queens, including Congressional District 09, Assembly Districts 23 and 27, and City 

Council District 28.  These forums aired on QPTV during the first two weeks of 

September.  

 

As mandated, we will continue to provide a platform for New Yorkers to air their 

concerns about the election and continue to work with the BOE.  There has been little 

reported about problems at the polls this Election Day; this is a good sign.  However, we 
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are still deeply troubled by low turnout in the city, and look forward to opportunities to 

work with the BOE that will help encourage higher turnout.    

 

Thank you again for the opportunity to testify about the proposed resolution and ways to 

make the voting process more accessible.  We hope the state finds a way to provide the 

BOE with the flexibility to make the ballot clear and legible and look forward to future 

discussions on this matter. With that, I will conclude, and I am happy to answer any 

questions you may have. 

 


